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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -46, 75-1 1 7, 1 33-1 36 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-19, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. n 4 

Claims 2-14, 16-19, 23 recites the limitation "the means for distributing the local 
advertisements" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claims. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "the means for distributing the local advertisements" in 
line 3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-2, 6-7, 12-15, 20-25, 29-30, 35-38, 43-46, 75,84-86, 91-96, 100-101, 
106-109, 114-117 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thompson et al. (US 6,160,546) in view of Alexander et al. (US 6,177,931), and further 
in view of Burns (US 6,014,137). 

Regarding claim 1 , Thompson teaches a system in which local advertisements are 

distributed to user television equipment (24 - figure 2) in which television program guide 

(36-figure 10) is implemented, comprising: 

a main facility (18-figure 2) that provides a data stream; 

a distribution facility (20-figure 2) that receives the data stream, inserts local 

advertisements into the data stream (by local promotion unit 28-figure 2), and distributes 

the local advertisements to user television equipment (24 -figure 2); 

means for using the television program guide to display the local advertisement (figure 

10 and col. 8, lines 59-60). However, Thompson does not specifically disclose television 

program guide 36 is interactive television program guide; the local advertisements are 

specific to a particular geographic region; and means for providing a user with an 
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opportunity to use the interactive television program guide to select the local 
advertisements. 

Alexander teaches interactive television program guide (figure 1); the local 
advertisements are specific to a particular geographic region (geographic location of the 
individual user - col. 32, lines 23-60). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Thompson to use 
the teaching as taught by Alexander in order to allow user quickly locate a desired local 
advertisement However, neither Thompson nor Alexander specifically discloses the 
local advertisement is selectable. 

Burns teaches the local advertisements (restaurants, shops, etc. in ABC ski area is 
selectable - figure 2 and col. 5, line 5+). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Thompson and 
Alexander to use the teaching as taught by Burn in order to allow user to select icons for 
more information without displaying all information on the screen. 

Regarding claim 2, Thompson discloses television distribution facility 20 provides 
promotional information (whether from the global video stream or locally inserted 
material) and program listing to television unit 24 on a dedicated television channel (col. 
6, lines 48-55). Apparently, the means (20) for distributing the local advertisements 
comprises means for transmitting the local advertisements from a television distribution 
facility (20) to the user television equipment (24). 
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Regarding claim 6, Thompson teaches system for distributing the local advertisements 
comprises means (18) for transmitting a global data stream (video, control and data 
streams - col. 4, line 62+ and figure 2) to a television distribution facility 20; 
means (local promotion unit 28) for inserting the local advertisements into the global 
data stream at the television distribution facility (col. 4, line 62+ and figure 2); 
means for transmitting the local advertisements from the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment 24 as part of the global data stream (see col. 6, lines 48- 
55). 

Regarding claim 7, Thompson teaches system for distributing the local advertisements 
comprises means (18) for transmitting a global data stream (video, control and data 
streams - col. 4, line 62+ and figure 2) comprising global advertisements (the global 
video stream contains video advertisements - col. 8, line 47) to a television distribution 
facility 20; 

means (local promotion unit 28) for inserting the local advertisements into the global 
data stream at the television distribution facility (col. 4, line 62+ and figure 2); 
means for transmitting the local advertisements from the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment 24 as part of the global data stream (see col. 6, lines 48- 
55). 

Regarding claim 12, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Thompson further teaches transmitting a global 
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data stream comprising global advertisements to a television distribution facility (col. 4, 
line 30+) and television distribution facility inserts local advertisement into global data 
stream by local promotion unit 28. television distribution facility 20 then transmits global 
data stream and local advertisements to television unit 24 (figure 2 and col. 4, line 55+) 
However, none of these references specifically discloses transmitting the local 
advertisements to user television equipment as a separate data stream from the global 
data stream. Official Notice is taken that transmitting local information to user equipment 
as a separate data stream from the global data stream is well known in the art. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Thompson, Alexander and Burns with the well-known teaching in the art in order to 
reduce interfering in the stream. 

Regarding claim 13, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. Thompson further teaches means for transmitting 
global advertisements at a television distribution facility (20- figure 2); means for 
providing local advertisements to the television distribution facility (20- figure 2 and col. 
4, line 55+). Alexander teaches transmitting local advertisements (overlay message - 
col. 32, line 35+) and global advertisements (video clip in the Ad window - col. 32, line 
50+) to the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to 
modify Thompson to use the teaching as taught by Alexander in order to improve 
efficiency in advertising. 



Application/Control Number: 09/1 10,667 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2611 

Regarding claim 14, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Thompson further teaches means for transmitting 
global advertisements and program guide information to a television distribution facility 
(20 -figure 2 and col. 4, line 30+); means for providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution facility (col. 4, line 55+); transmitting program guide information 
and promotional information (whether from the global video stream or locally inserted 
material - col. 6, line 48+) to television unit 20. However, Thompson does not 
specifically disclose transmitting global advertisements and local advertisements to 
user. Alexander teaches transmitting local advertisements (overlay message - col. 32, 
line 35+) and global advertisements (video clip in the Ad window - col. 32, line 50+) to 
the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to modify 
Thompson to use the teaching as taught by Alexander in order to improve efficiency in 
advertising. 

Regarding claim 15, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. Thompson further teaches main facility 18 
transmits global advertisements and program guide information to a television 
distribution facility (20 -figure 2 and col. 4, line 30+). Necessarily, the program guide 
data and global advertisements are stored at main facility in order to quickly provide to 
television distribution facility upon request; the global video stream contains global 
advertisements (col. 8, line 48). Apparently, the system comprising: means for providing 
the program guide data and global advertisements from the main facility to a television 
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distribution facility (col. 4, line 28+); means for providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution facility (col. 4, line 55+); transmitting program guide information 
and promotional information (whether from the global video stream or locally inserted 
material - col. 6, line 48+) to television unit 20. However, Thompson does not 
specifically disclose transmitting global advertisements and local advertisements to 
user. Alexander teaches transmitting local advertisements (overlay message - col. 32, 
line 35+) and global advertisements (video clip in the Ad window - col. 32, line 50+) to 
the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to modify 
Thompson to use the teaching as taught by Alexander in order to improve efficiency in 
advertising. 

Regarding claim 20, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Alexander further teaches means (EPG) for 
displaying global advertisements (advertisements displayed on Ad window - figure 1 
and col. 26, line 61+). 

Regarding claim 21 , Alexander teaches means (EPG) for displaying a program-listing 
region (22- figurel) with the interactive television program guide). 

Regarding claim 22, Alexander teaches means (10) for displaying global advertisements 
(advertisements in Ad window - figure 1 ) with the interactive television program guide; 
and means for displaying a program listing regions (22-figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 23, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Thompson further teaches means for transmitting 
global advertisements and program guide information to a television distribution facility 
(20 -figure 2 and col. 4, line 30+); means for providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution facility (col. 4, line 55+); transmitting program guide information 
and promotional information (whether from the global video stream or locally inserted 
material - col. 6, line 48+) to television unit 20. However, Thompson does not 
specifically disclose transmitting global advertisements and local advertisements to 
user; displaying the global advertisements with the interactive television program guide; 
displaying a program listings region comprising the program guide information with the 
interactive program guide. Alexander teaches transmitting local advertisements (overlay 
message - col. 32, line 35+) and global advertisements (video clip in the Ad window - 
col. 32, line 50+) to the user; displaying the global advertisements (in Ad window ) with 
the interactive television program guide (10); displaying a program listings region (22) 
comprising the program guide information with the interactive program guide (figure 1). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to modify 
Thompson to use the teaching as taught by Alexander in order to improve efficiency of 
advertising. 
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Regarding claims 24-25, 29-30, 35-38, 43-46, the limitations of the method as claimed 
correspond to the limitations of the system as claimed in claims 1-2, 6-7, 12-15, 20-23 
and are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claims 1-2, 6-7, 12-15, 20-23. 

Regarding claims 75, 84-86, 91-94, the limitations as claimed correspond to the 
limitations as claimed in claims 1, 12-14, and 20-23 and are analyzed as discussed in 
the rejection of claims 1, 12-14, 20-23. 

Regarding claims 95-96, 100-101, 106-109, 114-117, the limitations of the claims are 
respectively directed toward embody the method of claims 1-2, 6-7, 12-15, 20-23 in a 
"machine readable medium." It would have been obvious to embody the procedures of 
Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns as discussed with respect to claims 1-2, 6-7, 
12-15, 20-23 in a "machine readable medium" in order that the instructions could be 
automatically performed by a processor. 

6. Claims 3-5, 18-19, 26-28, 41-42, 76-79, 89-90, 97-99, 112-113 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thompson et al. (US 6,160,546) in 
view of Alexander et al. (US 6,177,931) and Burns (US 6,014,137) as applied to claims 
1 , 24, 75, 95 above, and further in view of Carr (US 6,209,129). 

Regarding claim 3, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . However, none of these references specifically 
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discloses transmitting local advertisements to a television distribution facility as part of a 
global data stream. 

Car teaches transmitting local advertisements to a television distribution facility as part 
of a global data stream (col. 5, lines 6-10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Thompson, 
Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as taught by Carr in order to allow provider of 
global stream to control local advertisements in the global data stream. 

Regarding claim 4, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . However, none of these references specifically 
discloses transmitting local advertisements to a television distribution facility as part of a 
global data stream that contains global advertisements. 

Car teaches transmitting local advertisements to a television distribution facility as part 
of a global data stream that contains global advertisements (col. 5, lines 11-15). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Thompson, Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as 
taught by Carr in order to allow provider of global stream to control local advertisements 
in global data stream. 
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Regarding claim 5, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. However, none of these references specifically 
discloses transmitting local advertisements to a television distribution facility as part of a 
global data stream that contains global advertisements. 

Car teaches transmitting local advertisements to a television distribution facility as part 
of a global data stream that contains global advertisements; and transmitting the local 
advertisements from the television distribution facility to the user television equipment 
(col. 5, lines 16-24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Thompson, Alexander and Burns to 
use the teaching as taught by Carr in order to allow provider of global stream to control 
local advertisements in global data stream. 

Regarding claim 18, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. Alexander further teaches displaying global 
advertisements (in Ad window) with the interactive television program guide (figure 1, 
col. 22, line 4+) and displaying local advertisements (message) and global 
advertisements (in Ad window - see col. 32, line 35+). However, none of these 
references specifically discloses cycling the display of the global advertisements and 
the local advertisements. 



Application/Control Number: 09/1 1 0,667 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 2611 

Car teaches cycling the display of the global advertisements and the local 
advertisements (displaying local information automatically by cycling global information 
and local information- abstract, lines 5-7). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Thompson, 
Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as taught by Carr in order allow user to view 
global advertisements and local advertisements without interact with the screen. 

Regarding claim 19, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. Alexander further teaches displaying global banner 
advertisements (in Ad window) with the interactive television program guide (figure 1 
and col. 22, line 4+) and displaying local advertisements (message) and global 
advertisements (in Ad window - see col. 32, line 35+). However, none of these 
references specifically discloses cycling the display of the global banner advertisements 
and the local advertisements. 

Car teaches cycling the display of the global advertisements and the local 
advertisements (displaying local information automatically by cycling global information 
and local information- abstract, lines 5-7). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Thompson, 
Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as taught by Carr in order allow user to view 
global advertisements and local advertisements without interact with the screen. 
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Regarding claims 26-28 and 41-42, the limitations of the method as claimed correspond 
to the limitations of the system as claimed in claims 3-5 and 18-19 and are analyzed as 
discussed in the rejection of claims 3-5 and 18-19. 

Regarding claims 76-77 and 89-90, the limitations as claimed correspond to the 
limitations as claimed in claims 3-4 and 18-19, and are analyzed as discussed in the 
rejection of claims 3-4 and 18-19. 

Regarding claim 78, Thompson in view of Alexander, Burns and Carr teaches a system 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 76. Thompson further teaches inserts the local 
advertisements into the global data stream; and transmitting the local advertisements to 
the user television equipment (user TV 24) as part of the global data stream (figures 2, 
10 and col. 4, line 55+). 

Regarding claim 79, Thompson in view of Alexander, Burns and Carr teaches a system 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 77. Thompson further teaches inserts the local 
advertisements into the global data stream; and transmitting the local advertisements to 
the user television equipment (user TV 24) as part of the global data stream (figures 2, 
10 and col. 4, line 55+). 

Regarding claims 97-99, 112-1 13, the limitations of the claims are respectively directed 
toward embody the method of claims 3-5, 18-19 in a "machine readable medium." It 
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would have been obvious to embody the procedures of Thompson in view of Alexander, 
Burns and Carr as discussed with respect to claims 3-5, 18-19 in a "machine readable 
medium" in order that the instructions could be automatically performed by a processor. 



7. Claims 8-11, 31-34, 80-83, 102-105 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Thompson et al. (US 6,160,546) in view of Alexander et al. (US 
6,177,931) and Burns (US 6,014,137) as applied to claims 1, 24, 75, 95 above, and 
further in view of Allen et al. (US 5,892,535). 

Regarding claim 8, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Thompson further teaches means (main facility 18- 
figure 2) for transmitting a global data stream to a television distribution system; means 
for transmitting the local advertisements from the television distribution facility to the 
user television equipment as part of the global data stream (see figures 2, 10 and col. 4, 
line 55+). However, none of these references explicitly discloses means for inserting the 
local advertisements into the global data stream by overwriting the global 
advertisements. 

Allen teaches inserting the local advertisements into the global data stream by 
overwriting the global advertisements (substitute local advertisements in place of 
national advertisements (col. 17, line 48+). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Thompson, 
Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as taught by Allen in order to improve 
efficiency in advertising. 



Regarding claim 9, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Thompson further teaches means (main facility 18- 
figure 2) for transmitting a global data stream to a television distribution system; means 
for transmitting the local advertisements from the television distribution facility to the 
user television equipment as part of the global data stream (see figures 2, 10 and col. 4, 
line 55+). However, none of these references explicitly discloses global data stream 
comprising bandwidth reserved for local advertisements and inserting the local 
advertisements into the global data stream in the reserved bandwidth. 

Allen teaches global data stream comprising bandwidth reserved for local 
advertisements and inserting the local advertisements into the global data stream in the 
reserved bandwidth (national network programmer provide certain intervals-designated 
breaks-during each program fro use by the local cable programmer (col. 17, line 35+). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Thompson, Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as 
taught by Allen in order to improve efficiency in data insertion. 
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Regarding claim 10, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. Thompson further teaches means (main facility 18- 
figure 2) for transmitting a global data stream to a television distribution system; means 
for transmitting the local advertisements from the television distribution facility to the 
user television equipment as part of the global data stream (see figures 2, 10 and col. 4, 
line 55+). However, none of these references explicitly discloses global data stream 
comprising slots reserved for local advertisements; and inserting the local 
advertisements into the global data stream in the reserved slots. 

Allen teaches global data stream comprising slots reserved (intervals) for local 
advertisements and inserting the local advertisements into the global data stream in the 
reserved slots (national network programmer provide certain intervals-designated 
breaks-during each program fro use by the local cable programmer -col. 17, line 35+). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Thompson, Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as 
taught by Allen in order to allow operator at the head end to insert local advertisement 
at a predetermined place, therefore reduce time spent of the operator to find a proper 
location for inserting local advertisements. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. Thompson further discloses transmitting global 
advertisements to a television distribution facility (figure 2 and col. 8, line 48); and local 
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advertisements are inserted at the television distribution facility and transmitted with the 
promotional information to user TV 24 (figure 2 and col. 4, line 55+). However, 
Thompson does not specifically disclose global data stream having bandwidth reserved 
for local advertisements; transmitting global advertisements and local advertisements to 
user TV. Alexander teaches transmitting local advertisements (overlay message - col. 
32, line 35+) and global advertisements (video clip in the Ad window - col. 32, line 50+) 
to the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to 
modify Thompson to use the teaching as taught by Alexander in order to improve 
efficiency in advertising. However, none of these references explicitly discloses global 
data stream comprising bandwidth reserved for local advertisements and inserting the 
local advertisements into the global data stream in the reserved bandwidth. 

Allen teaches global data stream comprising bandwidth reserved for local 
advertisements and inserting the local advertisements into the global data stream in the 
reserved bandwidth (national network programmer provide certain intervals-designated 
breaks-during each program fro use by the local cable programmer (col. 17, line 35+). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Thompson, Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as 
taught by Allen in order to improve efficiency in data insertion. 
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Regarding claims 31-34, the limitations of the method being claimed respectively 
correspond to the limitations of the system being claimed in claims 8-1 1 and are 
analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejections of claims 8-1 1 . 

Regarding claims 80-83, the limitations being claimed correspond to the limitations 
being claimed in claims 8-1 1 and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claims 8-1 1 

Regarding claims 102-105, the limitations of the claims are respectively directed toward 
embody the method of claims 8-1 1 in a "machine readable medium." It would have been 
obvious to embody the procedures of Thompson, Alexander, Burns and Allen as 
discussed with respect to claims 8-10 in a "machine readable medium" in order that a 
processor could automatically perform the instructions. 

8. Claims 16-17, 39-40, 87-88, 110-111 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Thompson et al. (US 6,160,546) in view of Alexander et al. (US 
6,177,931) and Burns (US 6,014,137) as applied to claims 1, 24, 75, 95 above, and 
further in view of Kikinis (US 5,929,849). 

Regarding claim 16, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Alexander further discloses means for displaying a 
global advertisement (in Ad window) that may be selected by a user with the interactive 
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television program guide. However, none of these references discloses displaying a 
corresponding local advertisement with content related to the content of the global 
advertisement whenever the user selects the global advertisement. 

Kikinis discloses a display system receiver wherein the BMW advertisement is 
displayed on the screen, when user click on the advertisement, a web page related to 
the advertisement is downloaded and displayed on the screen. The web page is an 
information portal for the TV viewer to access an abundance of information via the 
WWW, but not available in the original TV advertisement. Such information may 
includes detailed pricing structure, sales and lease term available, locations near the 
viewer where a demonstration drive may be accomplished and company 
representatives may be interviewed, a pre-filled order form may be accessed, the 
process of buying a dealer's product, and much more (see col. 8, lines 1-37). Thus, 
Kikinis teaches means for displaying a corresponding local advertisement (locations 
near the viewer...) with content related to the content of the global advertisement 
whenever the user selects the global advertisement (BMW). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Thompson, Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as taught by Kikinis in 
order to efficiently provide local advertisements to user via global advertisements. 

Regarding claim 17, Thompson in view of Alexander and Burns teaches a system as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Alexander further discloses means for displaying a 
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global advertisement (in Ad window) that may be selected by a user with the interactive 
television program guide. However, none of these references discloses displaying 
corresponding full screen local advertisement whenever the user selects the global 
advertisement. 

Kikinis discloses a display system receiver wherein the BMW advertisement is 
displayed on the screen, when user click on the advertisement, a web page related to 
the advertisement is downloaded and displayed on the screen. The web page is an 
information portal for the TV viewer to access an abundance of information via the 
WWW, but not available in the original TV advertisement. Such information may 
includes detailed pricing structure, sales and lease term available, locations near the 
viewer where a demonstration drive may be accomplished and company 
representatives may be interviewed, a pre-filled order form may be accessed, the 
process of buying a dealer's product, and much more (see col. 8, lines 1-37). Thus, 
Kikinis teaches means for displaying a corresponding local advertisement (locations 
near the viewer...) with content related to the content of the global advertisement 
whenever the user selects the global advertisement (BMW). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Thompson, Alexander and Burns to use the teaching as taught by Kikinis in 
order to efficiently provide local advertisements to user via global advertisements. 
However, none of these references specifically discloses displaying full screen local 
advertisement. Official Notice is taken that displaying data in full screen is well known in 
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the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify 
Thompson, Alexander, Burns and Kikinis to use the well-known teaching in the art in 
order to allow viewer to view information on screen easily. 

Regarding claims 39-40, the limitations of the method being claimed respectively 
correspond to the limitations of the system being claimed in claims 16-17 and are 
analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejections of claims 16-17. 

Regarding claims 87-88, the limitations being claimed correspond to the limitations 
being claimed in claims 16-17 and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claims 16-17 

Regarding claims 110-111, the limitations of the claims are respectively directed toward 
embody the method of claims 16-17 in a "machine readable medium." It would have 
been obvious to embody the procedures of Thompson, Alexander, Burns and Kikinis as 
discussed with respect to claims 16-17 in a "machine readable medium" in order that a 
processor could automatically perform the instructions. 

9. Claims 133-136 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alexander et al. (US 6,1 77,931 ), and in view of Kikinis (US 5,929,849). 
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Regarding claim 133, Alexander teaches a system in which local and global 
advertisements are distributed to user television equipment (viewer's television system) 
on which an interactive television program guide is implemented, comprising: 
means (data source such as Internet - col. 8, line 18+) for distributing global and local 
advertisements to the user television equipment, wherein the local advertisements are 
specific to a particular geographic region (figure 1 and col. 32, line 23+); 
means (EPG) for using the interactive television program guide to display the global 
advertisement (in Ad window - figure 1 ); 

means (remote controller 26 - figure 2) for receiving a user selection of the global 
advertisement. Alexander further discloses Ad window is interactive to allow user to 
select the advertisement for more information (col. 13, line 54+). However, Alexander 
does not specifically disclose displaying a local advertisement corresponds to the global 
advertisement selected by the user in response to receiving the user selection. 
Kikinis teaches displaying a local advertisement corresponds to the global 
advertisement selected by the user in response to receiving the user selection (user 
selects BMW to display additional information such as local dealer of BMW - col. 8, line 
1+ and figures 2A-2C). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Alexander to use the teaching as 
taught by Kikinis in order to efficiently provide local advertisements to user via global 
advertisements. 
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Regarding claim 134, the limitations of the method being claimed respectively 
correspond to the limitations of the system being claimed in claim 133 and are analyzed 
as discussed with respect to the rejections of claim 133. 

Regarding claim 135, the limitations being claimed correspond to the limitations being 
claimed in claim 133 and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of 
claim 133. 

Regarding claim 136, the limitations of the claims are respectively directed toward 
embody the method of claim 133 in a "machine readable medium." It would have been 
obvious to embody the procedures of Alexander and Kikinis as discussed with respect 
to claim 133 in a "machine readable medium" in order that a processor could 
automatically perform the instructions. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Simonin (US 6,049,824) teaches system and method for modifying an information signal 
in a telecommunications system. 

Tognazzini (US 5,708,478) teaches computer system for enabling radio 
listeners/television watchers to obtain advertising information. 
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Stautner et al. (US 6,660,503) teaches integrated content guide for interactive selection 
of content and services on personal computer systems with multiple sources and 
multiple media presentation. 

Picco et al. (US 6,029,045) teaches system and method for inserting local content into 
programming content. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son P Huynh whose telephone number is 703-305- 
1889. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30. 

12. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for 
regular communications and 703-872-9314 for After Final communications. 

1 3. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number 
is 703-306-0377. _ 



Son P. Huynh 
January 23, 2004 
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